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Abstract

Much research shows that people often predict
when comprehending language — they
pre-activate aspects of the meaning, grammar, or
sound of what they are about to hear. | review
research indicating that such predictions can be
delayed under difficult circumstances, for example
when comprehenders have to perform a
secondary task or are not using their first
language, but also suggest that simultaneous
interpretation does not typically delay prediction. |
also present evidence that prediction involves two
components, one based on automatic association
and one based on strategic processing, and
argue that only the strategic component can be
delayed. | argue that the strategic component
involves prediction-by-production, whereby
comprehenders covertly imitate the speaker,
adjust for differences between themselves and the
speaker, and then use their production system to
predict upcoming language.
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Distinguished Lectures in Humanities (DLH) provides an interdisciplinary forum for eminent’scholars to visit the Faculty of Humanities (FH)

and deliver a distinguished lecture at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU). The lectures in this series will showcase world-class

innovative ideas in humanities, social science, science and technology. All DLH lecCtures are open to the public.



